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- During the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries Spanish ships sailed the 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico along the west coast of Florida and into - 
Tampa Bay, but the earliest recorded Spanish exploration of the Boca - 
Ciega Bay area was in April of 1528 when Panfilo de Narvaez, searching - 
for gold and slaves, sailed into Boca Ciega Bay and landed near the 
Jungle Area in po St. Petersburg. | 


| Narvaez: 000 included 5 ships, 600 soldiers, 60 horses, and packs - 
of dogs as defense against the Indians. Ponce de Leon had discovered 
Florida i in 1513 just 15 years before. 


When the Spaniards splashed ashore, there were many Timucuan Indian 
-mound builders waiting for them. At least six large mounds have been — 
explored in the Pinellas area. Some of the artifacts locally excavated are 
today i in the Smithsonian Institute at مور شید‎ | 


The Pinellas Peninsula was discovered just 36 years after Columbus 
discovered America; 11 years before Herando de Soto discovered Tampa 
Bay; 37 years before the founding of St. Augustine by Menendez in 1565; i 
79 years before the founding of Jamestown, Virginia in 1607; and 92 
years before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth in 1620. | : 


Periodic exploration of the Tampa Bay area continued until the 17th 
century when a permanent Spanish mission was established at the mouth - 
of the Manatee River. Spaniards and Cubans used the area for fishing and 
trading with the Indians. Many legends of the area recount of pirates 
preying on Spanish and English shipping, using the Tampa E and Boca 
Ciega. Bay coastal islands as hideouts. 


But it was almost 300 years after Narvaez' expedition before any attempt 
at a permanent settlement on the Pinellas Peninsula was made. In the mid 
1830's, Odet Philippe, the peninsula’s first white settler, established a — 
plantation on the shore of Tampa Bay on the site of an old Indian village. 
He is credited with introducing the grapefruit into the United States and 
was the first to cultivate citrus trees in rows. Although the French surgeon, 
Dr. Philippe, was the first settler, during the early 1800's Capt. William 
Bunce operated a fish farm on Mullet Key — now Ft. De Soto Patk— 
with about 300 Indians and Spaniards. | | 


‘In 1842 Congress enacted the " Armed Occupation Act" which gave 
permanent ownership of land to settlers who would come armed and live 
on the acreages for five years. That act opened up the peninsula to — 
settlement. Among those settlers was John Levegue who settled on the 
western shore of the mainland on Boca Ciega Bay, and became a sea 


turtle fisherman and grove owner. 


The barrier keys, known presently as 
the Holiday Isles and the Gulf Beaches, 
were created by the action of waves 
and storms heaping up sand onto long - 
islands along the Pinellas Peninsular 
coast. Every storm has visible action 
on these keys. Charts and maps drawn 
as early as 1777 show an inlet in the 
general vicinity of John's Pass. A 
survey of the Pinellas Peninsula . 
including the barrier reefs made in 
June of 1848 does not show the pass. 
Inlet closures and openings have been 
common in the area during historic 
times. 


A hurricane in September of 1848 was 
the most devastating storm ever to 
visit Pinellas Peninsula. The water rose 
15 feet above mean, low tide. This 
mammoth hurricane, according to 
John A. Bethell, one of the area's | 
earliest settlers and historians, created 
John's Pass where it is today. The new 
pass was named for John Leveque. 
Two smaller inlets between John's 
Pass and the changeable Blind Pass 
have since been closed, one by wave 
action and the other by 0 States 
Army engineers. 


During the remaining years of the 


nineteenth century, the islands were 
used primarily for hunting and fishing 


and as a land refuge for pirates and 


smugglers. The early settlers were 


‘itinerant fishermen living i in shacks 
and houseboats. 


The first 00 on the islands 
was established at Pass-a-Grille on the 
southernmost tip of the island chain 


One of the first restaurants in Treasure Island 
— Bill Hay's Treasure Island Casino with the 
first City Hall connected. 


Treasure Sands 
Condominium is 

` located at the 
address of the first 
City Hall, 11000 
Gulf Boulevard. 


The first hotel "The Coney Island” built in 
1915 by W. S. Harrell. - 


The ferryboat “Don” owned by Harrell e 
met guests for the Coney Island. 


at the turn of the century. During the 
boom years a pier was built on the 
eastern shore of Boca Ciega Bay in the 
Jungle Area which was the end of the 
street car line from downtown St. 
Petersburg. From the pier passenger 
ferrys owned by the Boca Ciega Boat 
Company of Gulfport made regularly 
scheduled trips across the bay to the . 
beach, landing in the John's Pass area 
at Mitchell's Beach. Many visitors 
"spent their holidays "at the beach" 
by way of this transportation. 


Bridges have been a crucial factor in 
the development of the beach 
communities. Until bridges were built 
to give easy access to the islands, there 
was very little permanent development. 
W. L. Straub and H. Walter Fuller, 

early St. Petersburg leaders, tried 
fruitlessly to have a bridge constructed 
around 1913. 


In 1919 W. D. "Bill" McAdoo, who 

had invested in property in the northern 
end of the present St. Petersburg 

Beach, built the first link fróm the 
mainland to the beaches. It wasa 
privately-owned wooden toll bridge — | 
named for its builder, the McAdoo Sunshine Beach Firehouse 
Bridge. The swinging-draw bridge CS 
extended from the base of Villa | 
Grande Boulevard i in the Pasadena 
section of St. Petersburg on Boca 
Ciega Bay, southwest across the bay 
to 87th Avenue, just north of the 
present site of the Gulf Beaches 
Elementary School in St. Petersburg 
Beach. The toll was 25 cents to travel 
toward the beach; there was no charge. 
for the return trip, and the tender — | 
closed it to traffic at 9 p.m. Aerial ^ Original —— € | building by Thomas H. 
photographs taken in recent years Sawyer. 


show only a streak underwater at the site of the old McAdoo Bridge, but a 
few wooden pilings are still visible today at the shoreline near the new - 
South Pasedena city hall. The bridge was eventually sold to a former St. 
Petersburg mayor, Frank Fortune Pulver, and thereafter was known as the 


- Pulver Bridge. 


The first land holder in the Treasure Island-Madeira Beach area was Thomas 
F. Pierce. He purchased part of Sand Key and Treasure Island from the 
state for $1.25 an acre in 1908. George Roberts, a well-known fisherman 
and tarpon guide was also an early land holder in Sand Key. Other 
recorded holders of large land areas in the present Sunset Beach and Boca 
Ciega sections of Treasure Island were a "Keywester'' fisherman, Thomas 
H. Sawyer, who homesteaded there, and Claude A. Saunders. | 


Shortly after Sawyer homesteaded 3 کہ‎ tract of the southern part of 
the island, his friend, Whiteford Smith Harrell, bought much of the 
acreage. Harrell and his wife, Addie, also had properties in St. Petersburg. 
The families often came to the beach, and in 1915 “Whitey” Harrell built 
the first hotel on what later became Treasure Island. Roberts also built a 
small hotel about the same time on the north bank of John's Pass. His ° 
was the only building south of Indian Pass. This pass was closed by the 
1921 hurricane. 


Harrell called his hotel "Coney Island.” It was built at 100th Avenue on . 
the bay side of the boulevard facing the bay. The three-story wooden 
structure had 25 guest rooms. At that time Harrell named 100th Avenue, 
Central Avenue. ۱۴ was 72 feet wide, and the other avenues platted were 

50 feet wide. Gulf Boulevard was named Surf Avenue. Blind Pass was 
identified as Boca Ciega Pass on the original plat of that section, and the 
hunters and fishermen also knew it by that name. Boca Ciega is a derivative 
of Spanish words meaning "blind mouth." 


On the Gulf Beach side of Surf Avenue, directly opposite his hotel, 
Harrell built a bathhouse for the hotel guests. Two other cottages were 
built about the same time just south of the hotel on the bay side. 


Harrell had two large boats for the comfort and entertainment of his | 
guests. One was the “San Carlos,” used for pleasure boating and fishing 
trips; and the other was a 65-foot passenger boat named "Don," which 
ferried guests from the Jungle Pier to the hotel dock on the western shore 
of Boca Ciega Bay. One boat captain of the “Don” during the winter of | 
1916-17 was Edward F. Brantley. He now lives in St. Petersburg and 
from 1953-1959 served as a City Councilman. He became St. Petersburg’ 5 
mayor in 1959 until 1961. 


“Whitey” Harrell died in October 1926. In the course of the settlement 

of his estate, the "Coney Island” was disassembled, and the lumber used 

to construct a house at the site and other smaller house additions elsewhere. 
His son, Thompson Wesley Harrell, built the house for his family. Later, 
Tom Harrell moved the house to its present location near Blind Pass 

bridge on the south side of the boulevard. 


Much of the history of Whiteford S. Harrell is related by his daughter, 
Ruth Reuer, who for most of her life lived on Treasure Island where she 
and her husband, George, maintained tourist cottages and rooms. Mrs. 
Reuer moved from the city recently and now resides in Gulfport, Florida. 
“Whitey” Harrell's daughter-in-law, Rebekah, and a granddaughter, 
Catherine, live in the house that Tom Harrell built for his family. A 
grandson, Samuel Stevens Harrell, is presently a resident of Treasure 

Island. Faye Sturkey Clement is a cousin of W. S. Harrell who has 
continued to live on Treasure Island for many years. 


|n the early 1900“: monies for building roads and bridges were difficult 
to obtain when Pinellas was “West Hillsborough County.” In 1907 W. L. 
Straub, editor of the St. Petersburg Times, launched his fight for county 
division, separate from Hillsborough County. On Jan. 1, 1912, Pinellas 
County started operations in rented offices in downtown Clearwater and 
progress on the peninsula and the barrier reefs took a giant leap. 


Joint Madeira Beach and Treasure Island Commissions Luncheon May 5, 1961 - — Morrison's 
Imperial House, Madeira Beach, Florida. 
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Progress on Boca Ciega 


The first effort to establish a permanent development on the two islands 
was in 1913 when H. Walter Fuller, a St. Petersburg real estate developer 
and entrepreneur, bought Treasure Island for $800 and formed a develop- 
ment company. He sold 25 shares in the company at $1000 each. 


The onset of World War | slowed sales and development on the islands. 
Interest in the financial investment dimmed. But one visionary shareholder 
refused to give up. Albert B. Archibald, a successful produce wholesaler, 

- purchased the company's stock until he owned most of the northern part 
of Treasure Island and the south part of Sand Key (Madeira Beach). He 

formed a development corporation called the Madeira Holding Company. 


There was widespread land speculation on the beaches during the Florida. 
Boom of the 1920's. But the beaches did not develop because of the 
obstacles of limited access from the mainland; no fresh water for 
drinking; no utilities and community services; the unattractive barren, 
treeless landscape; and the ever present hordes of mosquitos. 


The large landholders became the prime movers to remove some of those. 
obstacles. In 1923 Corey (St. Petersburg Beach) Causeway was constructed. 
In 1924 Archibald donated the Bay Pines area for a veterüris" hospital, 
together with some beach front property, in return for the construction 
of Welch (Madeira Beach) Causeway bridge. He worked with his friend, 
Dave Welch, to accomplish this and the bridge was completed in 1927. 


In 1923 Archibald announced his plan to bond for a Central Avenue 
Causeway. A direct link with the mainland was necessary for the develop- 
ment of Treasure Island. C. Perry Snell of North Shore was beginning his 
east St. Petersburg development and a verbal, legal, financial duel began 
between the two. Newspaper advertisements appeared daily from each of 
them. Snell won, and the Central Avenue Causeway Association was 
dropped, 


Archibald shifted his interest to Madeira Beach, then named Mitchell 
Beach where Mitchell's Boarding House was located. He had already 
successfully developed the Sunshine Beach area — south of John's Pass 
on the Gulf side — and had named it, coincidentally, the Coney Island 
subdivision; the same name as W. S. Harrell chose for his hotel on the 
beach just a short distance south and a EW years before. | Í 


Archibald sold much of his n säi Island holdings to another company: 
Donovan and Sons, Inc., headed by E. A. Donovan, newly arrived from 
Philadelphia, and his associates, George D. Wilson and Collier McCall. 
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When E. A. Donovan requested road and bridge funds for a Central Avenue 
Causeway, it was proposed that the city of St. Petersburg, whose tax | 
money would have borne most of the cost, acquire 500 feet of public 
beach front property in return for its support of a bridge project. To 
reimburse Donovan and Sons for its property, several developers and 
financial leaders of the Gulf Beaches and St. Petersburg offered their 
share — either money, or property. A. M. Archibald still held the 
mortgage on the Donovan property in question. After much conferring 
and paper work, Archibald, receiving no immediate monetary benefit, 
lifted the mortgage, and the city of St. Petersburg had its gulf front 

park. Because the tax-funding did not materialize, the Treasure Island 
interests did not get the proposed Central Avenue Bridge. But the city 

of St. Petersburg still owns its Gulf Front Park within the city limits 
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of Treasure Island. It was named for John N. Brown, a political leader 
in St. Petersburg who negotiated the city's ownership. 


Albert M. Archibald had one son, Alexander M. who today lives i in Madeira 
Beach in the Mitchell Beach section. 


In 1926 bridges were constructed across Blind Pass as well as John's Pass, 
thus completing a link of all the Holiday Isles from Pass-a-Grille to 


Redington Beach. There still was no direct access from the mainland 
to Treasure Island. 


In 1937 a group of Florida real estate investors became interested in 
developing that barren Gulf of Mexico sandspit romantically called 
"Treasure Island" by an enterprising theatric who capitalized on the 


legends of pirates using the area, claiming golden doubloons must be 

buried there. Some of those in that real estate group were Roger A. 

Wilson, Ralph Emerson Milliken, Henry M. Wallace, William Rolston 
Brown, F. C. Bennett and Walter P. Fuller. 


The history of pirates roaming the area made it a simple matter to choose 
the name "Treasure Island”, but researchers have found other stories to 
explain the choice of the name. One story tells of a buried chest being 

recovered in the 1840's. The chest slipped away from the men recovering 
it on the beach, and it fell.into soft sand and disappeared before they 

could reach it. Another story is of John Leveque. Before he made a trip 
to New Orleans with a boat load of sea turtles during 1848, he is reported 
to have buried his gold. The great hurricane of 1848 came in September 
while he was gone. Upon his return, no ee remained — not even the 
beach — where he buried it. 


Edward F. Brantley recalls the “fake finding” that contributed to the 
naming of Treasure Island. In 1918 Bill McAdoo held an option to buy 

a large section of northern Long Key (St. Petersburg Beach). In order to 
generate interest in his property, McAdoo asked Brantley to help him in 
a scheme. Along with John, a McAdoo family servant, and two hotel 
guests from the Coney Island — enlisted to help with a few hours work — 
they dug up two boxes and an old iron bound oaken treasure chest filled 
with sand and a one hundred pound pig of lead that had been split in half. 
The “treasure” had been buried the night before by McAdoo, Brantley 
and John: The subsequent publicity that resulted from the two guests 
spreading the news of the secret discovery back at the hotel and the 
perpetrators’ pretense of the value of the contents later at a downtown 
St. Petersburg bank accomplished its purpose. Although the action took 
place on an isolated stretch of beach in the present St. Petersburg Beach, 
the island north of it, because of the hotel and its frequent visitors began 
to be referred to as “out at the Coney Island” and "out at that Treasure 
Island.” | | | 


The original Treasure Island extended from about 103rd Avenue to 119th 


Photos: 
1. Isle of Capri 6. Treasure Island Municipal Auditorium — 
Isle of Palms i Early Treasure Island houses built around 1940. 


. Paradise Island 7. Hannon House on Sunset Beach. 


. Sunset Beach 8. Reuer House on Gulf Boulevard. 
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. Sunshine Beach 9. Treasure Island Causeway Toll Gate. 
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Avenue. It was purchased from the estate of William J. Hill, a Detroit 
patent medicine manufacturer. Access to the island, however, was only ? 
the roundabout way of the Welch Causeway and the Corey Causeway. 

Still realizing the necessity for a direct bridge to the mainland, the 1937 
developers acquired two bay islands known as Paradise and San Diego 
Islands. Fourteen separate development corporations were formed. The 
developers sought to finance the causeway through federal and private 
money. To get federal funds, they had to create a city: The government 
would not lend money to a private corporation, so the city of Treasure 
Island — with 24 voters — was incorporated by the 1937 Florida legislature. 
uiid W. Wallace became the first mayor of Treasure Island. 


E. H. Price acted as 209 agent for the city to obtain the Bocshémucdos | 
Finance Loan in cooperation with the Works Progress Administration who 
sponsored the building of the Treasure Island Causeway. 


The iregun: Island Causeway was completed in November 1939 and was 
hailed as “the best-constructed bridge in the state of Florida.” The 
million-dollar causeway signaled the development of Treasure Island asa 
residential area in addition to its already limited success as a resort facility. 
Milliken, then a commissioner of the city, was named causeway manager. 
He held that position until 1961. He also was the toll collector for a time 


when it was first opened. 


Treasure Island Volunteer Fire Department approximately 1958. 


The 1.6-mile span consists of two 2,600-foot fills — Paradise Island and 
Causeway Isles (San Diego Island), plus a 1,800-foot fill at the Treasure 


Island end which had been dredged in 1937. The fills are connected by 
three bridges: 1,000; 400; and 217 feet in length. The 1 ,000 foot center 
span is bisected by an 80-foot bascule drawbridge, which can be raised in 
less than one minute. 


Financial. reverses had resulted in the Hill estate regaining title to Treasure 
Island, but in 1945 Ralph E. Milliken and others formed a new corporation 
called Treasure Island Enterprises which bought back Treasure Island from 
the Hill estate for $550,000. Their development plans at that time were 
for an entirely resort-oriented community. The plans included no 
residential areas. Their ultimate goal was that the low lying baylands in. 

the surrounding towns would later be developed as residential waterfront 
sites. It was to be "the finest playground in the world.” 


The towns and communities which developed around Treasure Island — 
before and in the 30's and 40's and during its development moved toward ` 
consolidation. In 1955 a new municipality known as the City of Treasure 
Island was created through the process of incorporation of the munici- - 
palities known as the City of Sunshine Beach (near John's Pass); the City 
of Treasure Island (at the western end of the Causeway; the Town of 

Boca Ciega (from about 104th Avenue south to about 100th Ave.; the 
Town of Sunset Beach (the southernmost tip of the island from Blind. 

Pass south); and a small unincorporated area between Boca Ciega and 
sunset Beach. Ralph E. Milliken was the first mayor after the consolidation. 


The present city of Treasure Island is on a barrier reef 3.5 miles long and 
with an average width of 1500 feet. The main body of the island varies 
from 250 feet wide to about one-half mile in width, but land fills — 
accomplished in the fifties increased the city's width to one mile in some 
areas. There is a total land surface of 836.1 acres, about 60 percent of | 
which consists of land fills in Boca Ciega Bay. The islands have a natural 
elevation of 8 feet above mean low water. 


The permanent population of the island is upwards of 9,000 J the peak 
tourist season shows 3 variable population of about 24,000. 


The city is bounded on the west by the Gulf of Mexico, on the north by 
John's Pass, on the east by Boca Ciega Bay, and on the south by Blind - 
Pass. A new John's Pass bridge was constructed as a twin span in 2 
The old bridge was removed. 


The importance of the various inlets along the coast of Florida cannot be | 


underestimated. They contribute to recreation, the economics, water - 
quality, and shoreline stability of the surrounding coastline. Blind Pass, 

so named because of its baffle orientation that makes it difficult to see — 
from the Gulf, and John's Pass connect the Gulf of Mexico to the northern 
part of Boca Ciega Bay, John's Pass is 590 feet wide with a mean depth of 
16 feet. Blind Pass is 83 feet wide with a mean depth of 6 feet below mean 
water, level. The Intracoastal Waterway traverses north and south through 
Boca Ciega Bay and intersects with the east-west Treasure Island Causeway. 


The climate of Treasure Island is O by warm and buie 
humid summers and mild, relatively dry winters. The normal annual | 
rainfall varies from between 51 and 58 inches and is unevenly distributed _ 
. with more than half falling between June and September. In summer and ےت‎ 
occasionally during winter, tropical storms bring intense rain to the area. 
The temperature during the summer months ranges between 12 and 

90°, and 00 the winter from about 55° to 75°. 


The surface waters surrounding Treasure Island are classified as Class It 
waters, which are designated as recreational waters. 


Beach erosion and 000۴ and beach protection is an ever present 
reality in Treasure Island. Intermittently since 1916 the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, and later in cooperation with the city of Treasure Island, in 
an effort to preserve the beaches has built groin fields, dredged both 
John's and Blind Passes, and renourished the beaches, particularly after 


` storm ravages. 


A curious phenomenum is occuring and has been developing for many 
years on Sunshine Beach in northern Treasure Island. Normal tide and 
water flow plus nearby dredging has formed a sandbar in the Gulf waters, 
and a new beach is forming. O'Brien's Lagoon, named for an engineer - 
who first surveyed the sandbar extensively, is a shallow body of salt water 
trapped when the ends of the sandbar are closed by the piled up sand. 

. City, state, federal engineers and 08000 MEN TANSIS are watching closely 
the development of 00 Brien' S Lagoon. | 


A strong mayor-commission form of government was originally established 
in Treasure Island. A city administrator was added in 1963, and in 1965 

his title was changed to City Manager. The City Manager-Mayor-Commission 
form of government is generally recognized as the most efficient. One 
commissioner is elected from each of the four districts of the city. One. 
commissioner-at-large also is elected. He serves as s Mayor. John Wilkinson 
was the first city manager in 1963. | | 


First Treasure Island Commission 
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The Police Department consists of nineteen police officers with patrols 
carried out on a twenty-four hour schedule. The ratio is one police officer 
to every 510 residents. This ratio has allowed Treasure Island to enjoy a 
relatively low crime rate. The first police chief in 1955 was Gene Marshall. 


The town of Sunshine Beach had the first fire department in 1948 — one 
pumper and seven volunteer firemen. When Sunshine Beach consolidated — 
with the city of Treasure Island in 1955, the fire station at 12600 Lagoon 
Lane remained in use for the now larger city. E. H. Nichols was named 
Treasure Island's first fire chief. His department was manned entirely by 
volunteers. A former captain of the volunteers said each man was paid one 
dollar a month for his volunteer work, and each one turned the money 
back to the city to help pay for the firemen's insurance. 


Through the years the fire department has grown to meet the demands of 
the increasing population and the demands of the several storied buildings. 
At the present time, the Fire Department consists of two pumpers, a 
snorkel pumper, two emergency vehicles, fourteen firemen, eleven of. 
whom are paramedics, and over twenty-five volunteer firemen. This 
department was one of the first in Pinellas County of maintain a fully 
accredited paramedic emergency program. 


William Hayes was the first restauranteur in the area. He bought Harrell's 
Coney Island bathhouse and established the first restaurant. He also had a 
casino-restaurant at 11000 Gulf Boulevard where the Treasure Sands 
Condominium now is located. The embryo city government of 1937 had 
Its offices in Bill Hayes' wooden frame casino building. William Hamilton, 
who served as mayor of the town of Boca Ciega, was the second restaura- 
teur to own the original bathhouse. 


Long time residents recall that Rev. Phillip Ralph, a retired Congrega- 


tional minister, organized a congregation that met at "Fisherman' S Hall, S 
near John's Pass on Treasure Island. The congregation was called the 
Church-by-the-Sea. This was the first Protestant Church group in the 
beach area established about 1944. Church-by- -the-Sea was later located i in 
Madeira Beach. Treasure 8 now has one 6006 Lutheran Church Of 
The Holy Comforter. = 


Catholics of those early däys were members of a small. mission church, St. 
John Vianney, established in the early thirties on the north end of St. 
Petersburg Beach (Long Key). That parish was the first Catholic church 
on the beaches and still serves the south Gulf Beaches. 


The first pharmacy-drug store was opened in 1944 by William C. Fender 
on the beach side of Gulf Boulevard where it bends east toward Blind 
Pass bridge. The present building on the site houses a residence, poot 
service, and bait house. | 


The Pinellas County Water System extended service to the beach 
communities in 1935. Up to that time potable water was brought in 
and individual wells served other water demands. The Treasure Island 
Sewer Department maintains a primary treatment, contact stabilization 
treatment plant. At this time plans are to join with St. Petersburg's 
sewer system and phase out the Treasure Island plant. 


Treasure Island supports an extensive Recreation Department. Many 
activities are organized for its residents and visitors, both on a year- 
round and a seasonal basis. | 


The existing municipal complex was established on 108th Avenue in 
1953-54, with an addition to City Hall in 1958 and an auditorium 
renovation in 1968. The complex houses the city administration offices, 
fire station, police station, department of sanitation, and the auditorium 
and recreational annex. The Chamber of Commerce also maintains its 
building and offices there. Recent acquisition of undeveloped land in 
central Treasure Island and on the Isle of Capri will enable the city to 
expand its recreational and administrative facilities. 


Throughout the history of Pinellas County, development of an area has 
been in direct proportion to its accessibility, to the development of its 
roads and bridges. When Florida boom day buyers dealt in trading and 
selling properties, the prime motivation was usually that of financial 
investment and return. Thoughts of permanent residence were ا‎ TN 
if a thought at all. The traditional Florida Cracker years ago thought the 


Filling in of Boca Ciega Bay. (Top picture 1955 middle picture 1957, bottom picture 1965.) 


beaches were "strictly for the birds, the fish, and the rattlesnakes.” 


Once roads and bridges were constructed, development in a permanent 
planned direction flourished. Construction on the beaches during the 
nineteen fifties and after was comparable to the madness of the boom 
days of thirty years before. The distinctive difference, however, was - 
that the lot buyers of the fifties and later were interested primarily | in 
homesites, in n permanent residence. | 


The Treasure Island resident of today is representative of a general cross 
section of the entire country. The city is a young city, and it is a strong 
city. The Treasure Island of today is a tribute to the staunch men and 
women who pioneered the beach community. Mindful of its past, Treasure. 
Island looks forward to the future and to its continuing progress and 


prosperity. 


COS OZ 


CIVIC CLUBS THAT MEET ON TREASURE ISLAND 


| Civitan Club B | 
. Flames Auxiliary, Treasure Island Fire Department. 
| Gulf Beach Lions Club 
Gulf Beach Rotary 
Isle of Capri Civic Association 
Isle of Palms Civic Association 
Paradise Island Civic Association 
Sunset Beach Civic Association — 
. Sunshine Beach Civic Association 
` Treasure Island Chamber of Commerce 
Treasure Island Merchants Association 
| ` Treasure lslettes 
Women's Chamber of Commerce 


TREASURE ISLAND MAYORS 


Henry W. Wallace 


1937 - July 


Omitted because of unavailability of records. 


James Harrison 
Herbert L. Dowling 
` Ralph Milliken 
Melvin E. Page, Jr. 
Fred Anderson 
Julian W. Fant 


TREASURE ISLAND COMMISSIONERS 


Stuart W. Butterfield 
Robert C. Albee 
Charles W. Keal 
Robert C. Albee 

A. R. Weller 

A. Joseph Donovan 
Henry T. Van Dyke 
W. Clair Mitchell 


Fred Anderson 


Gustav Frenkel 

Ralph Milliken 
Bernard G. Guillaume 
Karl F. Hein 

Walter Stubbs 
Edward G. Fisher 
Robert F. Ehr 


Clara Girard Hewitt. 


A. K. Weckesser 


Donald W. Rode 


Lawrence B. Clark 
Richard L. McLaughlin 
Walter Stubbs | 
Tony McLaughlin 


Mar., 1961 


Mar., 1959 


- Jan., 1962 
- Mar., 1963 
- Mar., 1962 
- Mar., 1963 
- Dec., 1970 
Mar., 1964 — 
- Mar., 1969 
- Mar., 1964 
- Mar., 1972 
- Sept., 1964 
1964, Sept. - 
1971, Jan. - 


Mar., 1972 
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PRESENT CITY MANAGER 
E. C. Brandon, 1976 


PRESENT FIRE CHIEF 
Art Morrison, 1975 
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This publication was developed under the direction of The Bicentennial . 
Commission of Treasure Island, Chairman, Ellen M. Hahn. Cover design 
and copy was researched and written by Peggy Daubert and Patty Keohane. 
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